Annex No. 12
Analysis

“Overview of Cases Comprising the Suspicion of Criminal Offences or Misdemeanors of an Extremist Subtext, Including Cases Motivated by Racial or National Intolerance, or Committed by Supporters of Extremist Groups Regardless of Their Final Criminal Classification”

(for the period commencing on 1 January 2000 and ending on 31 December 2000)
The overview has been drawn up in cooperation with the Police Presidium of the Czech Republic, the Supreme State Prosecutor’s Office, and the Ministry of Justice of the Czech Republic.

This annex is a follow-up to the overviews attached to the reports approved by Government Resolution Nos. 192/1998, 720/1999, 684/2000, and 903/201(since this Resolution the submitted overview along with a full text of the Report on the Issue of Extremism has been published on the web-sites of the Czech Ministry of the Interior) which reports contained cases registered by the Police of the Czech Republic (hereinafter “the Czech Police”) from 1 January 1996 until 30 June 1997, from 1 January 1997 until 31 December 1998, from 1 January 1999 until 31 December 1999 and from 1 January 200 until 31 December 2000. The overview contains cases where the suspicion of committing criminal offences or misdemeanours with an “extremist subtext” existed, including cases motivated by racial or national intolerance, or committed by supporters of extremist groups. The 2001 Report contains the overview of cases occurring in 2001, cases listed in the 2000 overview updated according to the progress of the investigation carried out in 2001, and cases investigated in the year 2001 but occurring in the previous period.

The purpose of the overview is to document in particular cases the nature of the so- called “extremist criminality” comprehensively, and among other things, to open a discussion about its correct definition. Simultaneously, the overview should allow the public to get an objective picture of the methods on the basis of which the relevant authorities solve such criminal offences within the valid system of law. The databases of the Police Presidium of the Czech Republic, which are based on reporting commitment and contain individual cases registered by the Czech Police in 2001, were used for the preparation of the overview. In the overview, these cases are divided into crimes, misdemeanours (misdemeanours which remain under investigation by the Czech Police, and offences referred to municipal authorities for their resolution), and cases where the commission of criminal offences has not been proven.

The presented overview includes cases with an extremist subtext recorded by the Czech Police in the Czech Republic in 2001, and introduces cases with an extremist context which were dealt by the Czech Police within the period from 1 January 2001 until 31 December 2001 regardless of their final criminal classification, which information is  not comparable with the statistical data of the official criminal statistics which, on the contrary, contain only such crimes, which, after investigation, have been finally classified by the Czech Police as criminal ones. Criminal activities within the sphere of fans’ violence and sprayers’ acts without an extremist context have not been included.

In 2001, the Czech Police recorded a total of 534 cases of an extremist context in the Czech Republic, which is an increase of 65 cases compared to 2000. This total number includes 442 criminal offences, 30 misdemeanours, 53 misdemeanours to be considered by municipal councils, and 9 cases where criminal activities have not been proven, i.e., mostly acts which never happened and have been fabricated by informers. It should be added that the aforementioned records include also 36 closed cases, which occurred before the year 2001 but were however solved in 2001. 

 The largest number of crimes was registered in the North Moravian Region – 120 (which compared to 2000 is an increase of 46 cases) followed by the Capital City of Prague - 84 ands the North Bohemian Region - 69. The lowest number of criminal offences was registered in the South Bohemian Region - 18. With regards to misdemeanours, the largest number was recorded in the North Bohemian Region - 28, the second largest in the North Moravian Region  -16, while the lowest number was registered in the West Bohemian Region - 3.
Composition of Offenders Committing Criminal Offences with an Extremist Context

The total number of registered offenders committing criminal offences with an extremist context in 2001 reached 727, of which 95 were designated as unknown offenders, and 158 offenders were designated by the Czech Police as supporters of the skinhead movement, and 474 were specified as other offenders without evident signs of being supporters of the right-wing extremist spectrum.

Verbal Assaults

A total of 151 offenders committed verbal assaults.

121 Czech citizens assaulted another Czech person, of which 109 individuals (98 men, 11 women) were without evident signs of being supporters of the right-wing extremist spectrum, and 12 were supporters of the skinhead movement.

In addition, 5 offenders (Czech citizens – skinhead movement supporters) and 3 offenders (without evident signs of being supporters  of the right-wing extremist spectrum) attacked foreign nationals, while 3 foreigners assaulted Czech citizens.  19 offenders (14 of them were marked as skinhead movement supporters) have remained unknown. 


Physical Assaults


A total of 328 offenders committed physical assaults.


245 Czech citizens assaulted another Czech person, of which 170 individuals (164 men and 6 women) were without evident signs of being supporters of the right-wing extremist spectrum, and 75 (74 men and 1 woman) were supporters of the skinhead movement. In addition, 23 Czech citizens without evident signs of being supporters of the right-wing extremist spectrum attacked foreign nationals, while 5 foreigners assaulted Czech citizens. Of the total number of 37 unknown assailants 15 were unambiguously determined as skinhead movement supporters who attacked Czech nationals and 3 offenders  without evident signs of being supporters  of the right-wing extremist spectrum assaulted foreign nationals.


Sprayers


7 of 15 sprayers were unknown offenders. Seven Czech nationals without evident signs of being supporters of the right-wing extremist spectrum and 1 skinhead movement supporter. In addition to the above-mentioned sprayers, 45 persons were specified as offenders propagating movements aimed at suppressing human rights and freedoms otherwise than by spraying, of them 23 were unknown offenders and 22 (20 men and 2 women) were Czech nationals without evident signs of being supporters of the right-wing extremist spectrum. 


Propagation of Movements Aimed At Suppressing Human Rights and Freedoms by Means of CD’s


In 2001, the police recorded 5 offenders, 2 of them were Czech citizens without evident signs of being supporters of the right-wing extremist spectrum (1 man, 1 woman), 1 skinhead movement supporter and 2 foreign nationals (citizens of Vietnam) who were selling or distributing CD’s containing records promoting racial, national, and other hatred.


Verbal Promotion of Movements Aimed At Suppressing Human Rights and Freedoms 


A total of 132 offenders verbally promoted movements aimed at suppressing human rights and freedoms, of which 91 were Czech citizens without evident signs of being supporters of the right-wing extremist spectrum, 15 skinhead movement supporters, 5 foreigners who were supporters of the skinhead movement, 15 foreigners without evident signs of being supporters of the right-wing extremist spectrum and 6 offenders have remained unknown.

Cloth Badges, Tattoos and Other Symbols of Movements Aimed At Suppressing Human Rights and Freedoms


Cloth badges, tattoos and other symbols of movements aimed at suppressing human rights and freedoms were found on 75 offenders, of which 49 were Czech nationals (44 men, 5 women) who were not specified by the Czech Police as supporters of the right-wing extremist spectrum, 24 supporters of the skinhead movement, and 2 foreigners without evident signs of being supporters of the right-wing extremist spectrum.


Criminal Activities Committed Through the Use of Printed Materials


21 offenders committed criminal activities using printed materials, of which 17 were Czech nationals (2 were supporters of the skinhead movement) 1 offender was a foreigner and 3 offenders have remained unknown.  


With regards to the composition of criminal offenders committing crimes with an extremist context it should be noted that the aforementioned categories are mutually linked and individual figures cannot be considered as absolute numbers. Therefore it is not possible to state that 151 offenders committed verbal assaults since verbal assaults are always accompanied by a physical attack and in many cases a verbal attack involves the propagation of movements aimed at suppressing human rights and freedoms.

� “The Overview of Cases” will be disclosed on the web-sites of the Ministry of the Interior, in the section called Documents, subsection called Extremism. 





